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fortunes could buy, so long was there a corrupt interest at
home to support and defend corrupt government abroad,
In India there was as yet no strong tradition of public
integrity, and no strong motive to just and conscientious
administration, and at home there was a combination whose
tie was allegiance not to some public cause but to private
interests, a combination ubiquitous, persistent, rich, power-
fully handled, a direct menace to the state. The whole
fabric of honest government was assailed by that species
of influence which inevitably arises whenever politics abroad
are blended with the master spirit of unscrupulous and
impatient finance.
Great efforts were made by Pitt and Thurlow to con-
vince the country that Fox and Burke were not acting as
sincere reformers, but merely as very grasping party men,
when they tried to overthrow this whole system and
extricate the government of India from these sinuous and
stubborn clutches. It was a charge easily made, and not
too easily refuted by statesmen who had bewildered the
public by the coalition. Yet no accusation could have
been more remote. The Interests Fox and Burke were
attacking were extremely powerful, and the crusaders
refused to listen to certain overtures made to them in which
it was suggested that the course the Bill had to travel
would be a good deal easier if the project of impeaching
Warren Hastings were laid aside. Fox and Burke knew
well enough what forces were arrayed against them. In a
private letter in which he had no reason to dissemble his
mind Fox said, " If I had considered nothing but keeping
my power, it was the safest way to leave things as they
are, or to propose some trifling alteration, and I am not at
all Ignorant of the political dangers which I run by this
bold measure; but whether I succeed or no, I shall always
be glad that I attempted, because I know I have done no
more than I was bound to do, in risking my power and
that of my friends, when the happiness of so many millions
is at stake." But apart from these private testimonies, to